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Montana's  Teacher  of  the  Year 

Mary  Sheehy  Moe,  English  teacher  at  Columbia  Falls  High 
School,  is  Montana's  Teacher  of  the  Year  for  1987.  She  will  be  the 
Slate's  nominee  in  the  National  Teacher  of  the  Year  program, 
sponsored  by  the  Council  of  Chief  State  School  Officers  and  En- 
cyclopedia Britannica. 

Runners-up  in  the  outstanding  group  of  nominees  from  across  the 
state  were  Ron  Conrad,  EngUsh,  speech  and  drama  teacher  at  Dawson 
County  High  School  in  Glendive,  and  Roger  Larsen,  teacher  of  earth 
sciences  at  Glasgow  High  School. 

Applications  Ready  for  School  Recognition 
Program 

Secondary  schools  interested  in  the  U.S.  Department  of  Education's 
Secondary  School  Recognition  Program,  which  honors  the  top  high 
schools  in  the  nation,  may  now  seek  applications  from  the  Office  of 
Public  Insuuction.  The  applications  must  be  returned  to  OPI  no  later 
than  December  1.  Please  contact  Florence  Anderson  at  OPI  (444- 
2417). 

Rocky  Mountain  Talent  Search  Deadline 

Rocky  Mountain  Talent  Search  is  seeking  students  grades  7  and  8 
who  reason  well  in  mathematics  and/or  verbal  areas.  Students  who 
show  academic  aptitude  will  be  eligible  to  take  the  Scholastic  Apti- 
tude Test  (SAT)  normally  designed  for  above  average  llth  and  12th 
graders.  Applications  for  the  Talent  Search  must  be  postmarked  no  la- 
ter than  November  14. 

Middle  school  administrators  and  counselors  should  have  received 
Talent  Search  information.  If  not,  call  Nancy  Lukenbill, 
Gifted/Talented  Programs  Specialist  at  OPI  (444-4422). 

Equity  Hearings 

In  November  and  December,  Special  Master  of  the  U.S.  District 
Court,  Frank  Haswell,  will  conduct  investigations  and  hearings  at  sev- 
eral Montana  high  schools  concerning  the  degree  of  achievement  of 
sex  equity,  equality  of  opportunity  between  male  and  female  athletes 
in  high  school  sports  programs,  and  tlie  presence  or  absence  of  gender- 
based  discrimination  in  the  sports  programs  at  various  high  schools. 
The  hearings  were  ordered  in  conjunction  with  the  court  settlement  of 
the  Title  IX  lawsuit,  Ridgeway  et  al.  v.  MHSA  et  al. 

Hearing  dates  and  sites  for  November  are:  Nov.  3,  Helena  High; 
Nov.  4,  Helena  Capital;  Nov.  6,  Missoula  Hellgate;  Nov.  7,  Two 
Eagle  River,  Dixon;  Nov.  10,  Missoula  Big  Sky;  Nov.  11,  Missoula 
Sentinel;  Nov.  12,  Loyola  Sacred  Heart;.  Nov.  13,  Columbia  Falls; 
Nov.  14,  Bigfork;  Nov.  17,  Harlem;  Nov.  18,  Glasgow;  Nov.  19, 
Wolf  Point;  Nov.  21,  Geyser;  Nov.  24,  Shelby;  Nov.  25,  Conrad; 
Nov.  26,  Brady. 


Notice  of  these  hearings,  including  instructions  for 
preparation,  has  or  will  be  sent  to  schools  involved.  For 
information,  contact  the  U.S.  District  Court,  Federal 
Building,  Drawer  10015,  301  S.  Park,  Helena,  MT  59626. 

Missoula  Teacher  is  Guest  at 
Excellence  Seminar 

Missoula  Sentinel  High  School  social  studies  teacher  Hal 
Steams  is  among  the  nation's  outstanding  educators  selected 
to  attend  the  third  annual  national  symposium,  "In  Honor  of 
Excellence"  in  education.  Steams  was  Montana  Teacher  of 
the  Year  1986. 

The  seminar  will  be  held  in  Florida  this  month,  with  all 
guest  expenses  paid  by  the  program  sponsor.  Burger  King 
Corporation.  The  symposium  "will  focus  national  and  local 
attention  on  those  educators  who  are  helping  to  set  the 
standards  for  educational  excellence,  and  perhaps  inspire  their 
colleagues. ..to  strive  for  the  same  high  level  of  perfor- 
mance," a  spokesperson  for  Burger  King  said. 

Math  Inservice  Leaders  Available,  More 
Needed  for  Training 

Forty-five  teachers  trained  through  the  Excellence  for 
Montana  Mathematics  Education  (EMME)  project  arc  now 
available  to  provide  schools  with  inservice  in  elementary 
mathematics  curriculum  development.  Funds  from  the  feder- 
al math/science  program  may  be  used,  or  a  district  or  group 
of  districts  may  seek  project  funding  assistance  to  support 
the  staff  development  program. 

The  EMME  teachers  were  trained  by  a  cooperative  project 
of  the  University  of  Montana,  Montana  State  University, 
OPI  and  the  Montana  Council  of  Teachers  of  Mathematics. 
The  program  is  funded  by  a  grant  from  the  National  Science 
Foundation. 

New  teachers  are  being  recruited  for  the  second  cycle  of 
EMME  leadership  training  to  begin  in  summer  1987.  Ele- 
mentary teachers  with  three  or  more  years  teaching  and  an  in- 
terest in  upgrading  their  math  background  are  encouraged  to 
apply  to  become  regional  inservice  leaders.  Expenses  are 
paid  by  the  grant. 

Integrating  Mathematics  Programs  and  Computer 
Technology  (IMPACT),  a  project  whose  structure  is  similar 
to  EMME,  also  is  recruiting  participants  for  regional  leader- 
ship training.  The  program  allows  teachers  grades  7-12  to  en- 
hance their  abilities  in  math  content  and  methodology,  with 
an  emphasis  on  integrating  the  computer  as  a  regular  instruc- 
tional tool.  The  expenses  of  teachers  who  participate  in  uni- 
versity seminars  in  the  summers  of  1987  and  1988  are  paid 
by  the  grant. 

For  information  about  EMME  or  IMPACT,  call  Dan  Do- 
lan  at  OPI  (444-4436). 


Fulbright  Foreign  Mmi-Seminars 

The  Fulbright  Seminars  Abroad  Program,  which  sponsors  short- 
icrm  (5-8  weeks)  study  in  foreign  countries,  is  seeking  applicants  for 
1987.  Eligible  are  administrators  and  curriculum  specialists  of  state 
or  local  agencies  with  direct  responsibility  for  elementary  or  second- 
ary social  studies  curricula,  and  secondary  school  supervisors  and 
teachers  of  social  studies.  Applicants  must  have  at  least  three  years 
professional  experience  or  administrative/supervisory  experience  in 
the  humanities  or  social  studies. 
Applicants  may  request  forms  from:  Senior  Program  Officer,  Center 
for  International  Education,  US  Dept.  of  Education  (Mail  Stop  3308), 
400  Maryland  Ave.  SW,  Washington  DC  20202.  The  closing  date  for 
applications  is  December  12. 

Schools  Prefer  Smoke  Free  Environment 

According  to  a  survey  by  the  American  Lung  Association  of  Mon- 
uma,  most  Montana  schools  support  a  nonsmoking  school  envi- 
ronment and   restrictions   on   smoking   and   tobacco   use   in   the 


public  school  system. 

Earl  Thomas,  the  association's  executive  director,  said  that 
of  the  106  schools  responding  to  the  survey,  57  percent 
have  smoke-free  areas  for  teachers;  15  schools  were  totally 
smoke  free;  and  71  said  they  would  welcome  legislation  re- 
quiring smoking  restrictions  on  school  property. 

For  more  information  on  these  issues,  contact  Earl 
Thomas,  American  Lung  Association  of  Montana,  825 
Helena  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59601  (442-6556). 

CALENDAR 

Nov.  16-22- American  Education  Week/ Adult  Learning 
Week:  Learning:  The  Rage  at  Any  Age 

Nov.  20-Great  American  Smokeout,  American  Lung 
Association.  For  free  smokeout  packet,  write:  American 
Cancer  Society,  313  N.  32nd,  Suite  1,  Billings,  MT 
59101. 

Dec.  4-5-Board  of  Public  Education,  Helena  (444-6576) 


MISSING  CHILDREN  INFORMATION 

The  following  is  the  State  Dept.  of  Justice's  most  current  list  of  missing  Montana  children  and  teenagers  (age  17 
and  under).  For  details  on  the  Missing  Children  Program,  call  Bill  Erwin,  Dept.  of  Justice,  Helena,  444-3625. 
(PD^Police  Dept.;  SO=Sheriff  s  Office;  TP^Tribal  Police) 
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Ryan  Watson 

Office  of  Public  Instruction 
State  Capitol 
Helena,  MT  59620 


Learning:  The  Rage  at  Any  Age 

AMERICAN  EDUCATION  WEEK 

November  16-22 


